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1986’s CAPTIVE-BRED EAGLES TO SOAR IN FOUR STATES; 
DU PONT ANNOUNCES FOURTH GRANT TO SUPPORT PROGRAM 

Three young bald eagles destined for new homes in Tennessee got an 

official send-off today from Interior Secretary Don Hodel near the Chesapeake 

Bay, where the National Symbol is flourishing. 

The three birds are among the most recent graduates of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service's Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, where eagle chicks are 
produced at a captive-breeding facility supported by continuing donations from 
the Du Pont Company. The purpose of the program is to restore bald eagles in 
States where their populations remain low. A total of eight eaglets form this 
year's class, and they are headed for release sites in North Carolina (two 
birds), New Jersey (two birds), and Pennsylvania (one bird);in addition to 
west Tennessee's -"Land Between the Lakes" region. 

Hodel brought the trio to Remington Farms, a Du Pont-managed wildlife 
demonstration area near Chestertown, Maryland, where an active eagle nest 
holding two fledgling bald eagles is located. Nearby, on private property, 
another eagle pair has produced four young this season. Biologists believe 
this nest is one of the few instances in the Lower 48 States where so many 
chicks have been hatched at one time. . 

Du Pont Chairman Richard E. Heckert announced that the company will 
contribute an additional $50,000 to the Patuxent program in 1986, bringing to 
$200,000 the total Du Pont has contributed to bald eagle recovery since 1983. 

Hodel praised Du Pant's record of support for endangered species such as 
the bald eagle, in keeping with the spirit of the Reagan Administration's 
"Take Pride in America“ campaign to foster a renewed sense of responsibility 
for the protection of natural resources by private citizens and major 
corporations alike. "Du Pont has been showing its pride in America's wildlife 
legacy for years. It is the Fish and Wildlife Service's longest continuing 
financial partner in wildife conservation projects of this type, and the fruits 
of that relationship are what you see soaring above you in the skies overhead," 
Hodel said. ,--A- 
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H o d e l  con trasted th e  inc reas ing  e a g l e  p o p u l a tio n  in  th e  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y  
reg ion  with th e  con tin u i n g  n e e d  fo r  h u m a n  he lp  to  res tore  eag les  in  o th e r  p a r ts 
o f th e  c o u n try. " P a tu x e n t is w h e r e  m o s t o f o u r  act ion is o n  ba ld  e a g l e  
p r o p a g a tio n  a n d  research,  b u t h e r e  is w h e r e  th e  p a y o ff occurs,"  H o d e l  sa id  a t 
th e  R e m i n g to n  Fa rms  news  con fe r e n c e  to d a y . “In  th e  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y , a n d  a t 
o th e r  locat ions a r o u n d  th e  N a tio n , th e  spec ies  is r e b o u n d i n g  a t a  r emarkab le  
ra te . B u t in  o th e r  a reas , th e r e  a r e  still fe w  e a g l e  pa i rs  a n d  the i r  r a te  o f 
r e p r o d u c tio n  is low. T h e  s u p p o r t w e 've rece ived  f rom D u  P o n t th r o u g h  th e  years  
is he lp i ng  b r i ng  eag les  back  so  th a t m o r e  p e o p l e  can  en joy  see ing  wi ld  ba l d  
eag les  as  w e  d o  h e r e  a t th e  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y ." 

T h e  C h e s a p e a k e  B a y  reg ion , wh ich  inc ludes sect ions o f Ma ry l and , V irginia,  
a n d  De lawa re , he l d  9 0  successful  ba l d  e a g l e  nes ts in  1 9 8 5  th a t p r o d u c e d  1 6 3  
y o u n g , accord ing  to  surveys by  th e  N a tiona l  W ildl i fe F e d e r a tio n 's Ins titu te  fo r  
W ildl i fe Resea rch . By  compar i son , i n - 1 9 7 7  th e r e  w e r e  on ly  4 0  successful  
nes ts in  th e  a r e a , p roduc ing  6 3  y o u n g . B iologists credi t  th e  inc rease  to  
con tin u i n g  ba ld  e a g l e  restock ing e ffo r ts th r o u g h o u t th e  M id-At lant ic r eg ion , 
th e  Bay 's  a b u n d a n t supp ly  o f fo o d , a n d  secure  e a g l e  w in ter ing  a n d  nes tin g  
hab i ta t a t Fede ra l  a n d  S ta te  wi ldl i fe re fu g e s  a n d  pr ivate a reas  l ike R e m i n g to n  
Fa rms . T h e  d is rupt ion o f th e  species '  n a tu ra l  r e p r o d u c tio n  by  n o w - b a n n e d  
h a r m fu l  pes ticides such  as  DDT  is a lso  d imin ish ing.  

" O u r  s u p p o r t o f th e  Amer i can  ba ld  e a g l e  is real ly  a n  ex tens ion  o f a  b r o a d  
co rpo ra te  commi tm e n t a t D u  P o n t," sa id  Heckert .  " W e  h a v e  a lways be l i eved  w e  
h a v e  a  responsibi l i ty  n o t on ly  to  p r o tect b u t a lso  to  e n h a n c e  th e  e n v i r o n m e n t." 

D u  P o n t fu n d s  h a v e  a l l owed  th e  P a tu x e n t facility, n e a r  Lau re l , Ma ry l and , 
to  b o o s t its to ta l  n u m b e r  o f b r e e d i n g  ba ld  e a g l e  pa i rs  f rom e i gh t in  1 9 8 2  to  1 5  
in  1 9 8 6 . Las t year ,  1 5  e a g l e ts w e r e  p r o d u c e d  fo r  r e tu r n  to  th e  wi ld  in  seven  
S ta tes. 

T h e  th r e e  lo -week-o ld  e a g l e ts p r e s e n t fo r  to d a y 's a n n o u n c e m e n t a r e  n o w  e n  
r o u te  to  the i r  re lease  sites  in  th e  V o lun teer  S ta te . T h e r e , they  wil l  b e  
br ief ly h o u s e d  in  lofty cages  k n o w n  as  "hack  towers ," w h e r e  they  wil l g radua l l y  
acc l imate to  the i r  n e w  su r round ings . T h r o u g h  th e  "hack ing"  process,  th e  
flig h tless b i rds  a r e  fe d  by  bio logists u n til th e  tim e  w h e n  they  a r e  f reed  f rom ' 
the i r  cages . S lowly, as  th e  b i rds  l ea rn  to  fly, b io logists r e d u c e  the i r  fo o d  
u n til th e  eag les  l ea rn  to  h u n t a n d  scavenge  fo r  themselves .  

In  a  second  m e th o d  u s e d  by  P a tu x e n t to  res tore  y o u n g  eag les  to  th e  wi ld  
k n o w n  as  " foster ing,"  2 - to -3 -week -o ld  chicks a r e  p laced  in  th e  n a tu ra l  nes ts o f 
adu l t ba l d  e a g l e  pa i rs  th a t e i ther  h a v e  p r o d u c e d  infert i le e g g s  o r  n o  e g g s  a t 
all. T h e s e  e a g l e ts a r e  read i ly  a d o p te d  by  the i r  unsuspec tin g  foster  p a r e n ts. 

In  a reas  w h e r e  n a tu ra l  e a g l e  r e p r o d u c tio n  has  rev ived,  such  as  in  th e  
C h e s a p e a k e  B a y , h o p e  fo r  th e  ba l d  e a g l e  l ies in  carefu l  m o n ito r i ng  by  
biologists,  a  con tin u i n g  supp ly  o f p r ime  nes tin g  a reas , a n d  p r o tect ion f rom 
vanda l i sm a n d  i l legal  s h o o tin g  --  still th e  g r e a test cause  o f ba l d  e a g l e  
m o r tality in  th e  Un i ted  S ta tes. T h e  two n a tu ra l l y -p roduced  y o u n g  eag les  o n  th e  
R e m i n g to n  p r o p e r ty a r e  1 0  weeks  o ld  a n d  expec te d  to  b e  f ly ing s o o n . T h e  birds,  
th o u g h t to  b e  a  m a le a n d  a  fe m a le, h a v e  b e e n  e q u i p p e d  with rad io  transmit ters 
so  bio logists can  m o n ito r  the i r  dai ly  m o v e m e n ts. 

T h e  ba ld  e a g l e  is l isted as  a  Fede ra l  " e n d a n g e r e d "  o r  " th rea tened"  spec ies  
th r o u g h o u t th e  L o w e r  4 8  S ta tes. Near ly  6 ,0 0 0  ba ld  eag les , inc lud ing  a b o u t 
1 ,5 0 0  b r e e d i n g  pairs,  a r e  es t imated to  l ive in  th e  L o w e r  4 8  yea r - r ound . 
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